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   FEBRUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER 

 
IN THIS ISSUE 
 
 

Older readers with an inability to forget will remember Ted Heath, a 
former U.K. Prime Minister.  I remember him for a fantastic piece of 
spin, “Our only failure was to explain our success!”  I suspect that the 
Shop has made more than one mistake but there is a danger, when 
you are involved on a daily basis, that you think that everybody knows 
or as in my case I forget what happened yesterday! 
 
Quite a lot has happened since our last letter!  As part of our 
development of the Community Hub we have sought funding and to 
date we have obtained £4,613.87 in funding and donations to the 
tune of £1,300.  We put our ideas to the Parish Council in a zoom 
meeting, where they were well received and in light of the discussion, 
we will be presenting a more detailed case to their next meeting.  The 
recording of this meeting didn’t go viral! 
 
In this strange time, we held our first committee meeting after our “virtual AGM” and elected our officers 
for the coming year.   
 
Most supporters of the Shop will have been to at least one event that finished in darkness (or without 
breakfast) as the power failed – this hopefully will be a thing of the past!   
 
We have an article, and a warning, from a nurse with direct experience of the effects of Covid-19.  We say 
goodbye and many thanks to Jan and of course there is Dot and Mav! 
 
Critically, we are a Member’s Organisation and it is your Shop.  The Management Committee continues 
to do the best we can, and whilst we are aware that many of you have no wish to ever serve on a 
committee, we know that you have skills which could help us further the development of this community 
service.  We also know that sometimes people are able to give time for specific projects – we’ve got one 
of these where we need help. Please respond to our requests. 
 
Finally, communication is not what is said or written but what is heard or read.  If, despite our efforts, you 
feel that we are “missing the plot” please speak with one of the Committee Members.  Now read on . . . 
 
 
 
 

 

POST OFFICE OPEN 
 

TUESDAY & THURSDAY 
 

9.30 - 11.30 am 
 

OPENING HOURS 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
09.00  - 16.00 

           
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
           09.00 – 12.30 

JAN’S FINAL DAY AT THE SHOP!! 
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Kitchen Refurbishment 
 
When The Shop opened, we were very grateful for the fittings and equipment which were donated. We’ve 
done a bit of upgrading over the years, but the time really has come for a full redecoration and refit.  This 
has become more necessary with the success of our community meals, which are now running at nearly 
fifty every fortnight.  Thanks to the generosity of The Helping Hand Company, we now have the funding to 
completely refit the kitchen. We are just finishing off the fundraising to fund the upgrade of the plumbing 
and then we’ll be ready to roll.  And that’s where we are on the lookout for people.  
 
We are looking for someone to volunteer to project manage the refurbishment for us.  We are anticipating 
that the project will take up to three months, so if you really like detailed planning and running 
refurbishments or similar, this will be a great volunteering opportunity.  
 
We also need a team to strip out the old kitchen, decorate and help to put together and fit the new one. 
 
If you are interested in either – or both – then please drop into the Shop, give us a ring on 01531 650744 
or email us at hello@theshopatbromsberrow.co.uk. 
 
Your Shop Needs You! 
 
Electrics 
 
As part of the project to revamp the kitchen, we will need to increase the electricity supply and as a result 
achieve a faultless performance!  We have also arranged to replace our “pay-as-you-go” meter with a 
standard meter.  The old meter has been a source of grief since the Shop started. The “final straw” in 
recent weeks was that due to a loose wire our monthly payment didn’t go on the meter and the lights went 
out again. 
 
Management Committee and Officers 
 
The current committee is as follows. 
 
Ayo Adewale, Marie Brain (Manager), Jo Davidson, Josie Dutton, Jenny Greatwood, Percy Hunt, Revd. 
Kat Mepham, Jackie Tweedale and Kirsty Westaway (co-opted). 
 
It was a great relief to me that Jo agreed to share the Chairman’s role which will be a tremendous benefit 
for the Shop.  I remain Treasurer and Secretary, although if anyone is hankering for either position, I’d be 
pleased to hear from them. 
 
 
Dry January? 
 
Whilst it may have been for some, I can report otherwise On my daily newspaper round I put the paper 
into a delivery box.  On all but one occasion this action has displaced rainwater, and the other occasion?  
The water was frozen!  I know we have had more frosts than that but I’m not up early and there is test 
cricket to watch. 
 
(Percy Hunt) 
 

mailto:hello@theshopatbromsberrow.co.uk
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Co-chairing the Committee 
 
I’m very pleased to be able to support Percy by Co-chairing with him. We are volunteers too, and we 
decided a job share arrangement might mean that the role wasn’t too heavy for either of us. So far we’ve 
not fallen out with each other in part because we’ve got a great team of committee members and a brilliant 
band of volunteers. 
 
With Percy concentrating on finance, I’m focussing on the Community Hub and what that means.  
Fundraising is going very well, not least because another volunteer with fundraising experience, Julie 
Newman, has been able to research funding opportunities and help us make bids to fund work which 
means we can continue to offer services to our community. 
 
We’ve been so pleased with the response to our fortnightly community meals. We’ve been able to provide 
some link up and advice to people who are not able to access technology to stay in contact with their 
families, and we remain a friendly place for people to drop into 7 days a week – in a safe socially-distanced 
way.  It’s been great to meet many new people who are moving into the local area. 
 
Our current project is the kitchen refurbishment and we’re now on the lookout for time - so if you fancy 
doing a bit of volunteering, please see the article on the kitchen and what we’re looking for.  
 
(Jo Davidson)              
 

 
Successful funding applications 
 
We are very appreciative of the support and encouragement we received from our County Councillor, Will 
Windsor-Clive, in obtaining £958 from the County’s Growing our Community Fund.  The money will provide  
a new oven in the kitchen and a replacement laptop for the office. 
 
We are equally indebted to David Dutton, Company Accountant with The Helping Hand Company in 
Ledbury, for his support in receiving £3,655.87 from their Community Fund.  The Helping Hand Company 
is a family run British manufacturing company, established in 1965 (manufacturing in Ledbury from 1989). 
They provide equipment/solutions to allow people with various disabilities to live independent lives at 
home.  The money will be used to revamp our kitchen (see article).  We also would like to welcome his 
son, Kyle, to our volunteer team. 
 

Hot off the Press!! 

Just had confirmation that we have been awarded £627.87 from the Forest of Dean “Covid-19 Safer 
Communities Fund”.  As the name indicates it is for keeping people safe by providing information or 
services.  We have funding for two Samsung tablets which can provide a visual link so customers can see 
what’s what in the Shop (or any other assistance) and an “internet cafe” allowing customers to access on-
line services (assisted if required) or for students to access their school or college.  Also, a postcard drop 
to all houses within a few miles of the Shop advising of Covid-19 restrictions and how the Shop can provide 
support - this will be complemented by posters in prominent sites.  We would be grateful for a volunteer(s) 
who could organise the printing and volunteers to help with the distribution. 

 



The Shop At Bromsberrow– February 2021 – Newsletter  

 
Finance 
 
I know that a number of our members take particular interest in the financial performance of the Shop.  I 
am well aware, also, that it is some time since we last provided such details.  We are just in the process 
of producing the accounts for last year and draft accounts (prior to audit/inspection) will be reported in the 
next newsletter.   
 
A Five-Year Plan 
 
In the last newsletter we reported that we had achieved all the aims that were identified at our “health 
check” three years ago.  We can recognise that we need to establish new targets for the coming years.  
The concept of the Community Hub is something we are committed to developing but our “Shop Sceptic” 
has reminded us that we need to have a definite plan rather than “woolly sentiment”.  We recently had a 
very useful (Zoom) meeting led by our newest committee member – Revd. Kat Mepham - which she called 
“Discerning Direction”.  She posed a number of questions: 

i) Identity       Who are we? 
ii) Mission       Why do we exist?  
iii) Values               What guides how we do things? 
iv) Vision           Where are we called to go? 
v) Strategy      How? 
vi) Structures  How do we organise ourselves to do this? 
vii) Evaluation When do we know we are there? 

I have two observations at this time: 

a) I have read some pretty ropey Mission Statements; however, Kat provide some examples from 
which we could clearly identify the organisation involved.  So yes, a Mission Statement that leads 
everyone to say that is “The Shop at Bromsberrow” would be valuable and direction finding; and 

b) How would you respond to the questions above?  It is our Shop so please let us have your 
answers to the above questions. 

 
Farewell 
 
We are sad to record the passing of a long-time supporter of the Shop – Roy Thompson - who died a 
month or so short of his 101st birthday.  We also report the death of Stuart Kirby who we have delivered 
to since the first lockdown last March.  We knew that his health was not good, but even so it was quite a 
shock to get the news. 
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COVID-19 VACCINATIONS ARE UNDERWAY! 

 

I, along with thousands of others, answered the call from the NHS for recently retired doctors and nurses 
to return to help with the pandemic. I have joined a Hospital Hub Team that concentrates on vaccinating 
all health and social care staff, whilst others assist GPs and primary care teams to vaccinate care home 
residents and housebound patients, as well as elderly and vulnerable patients.  
 
There are many of us who are meeting up with former colleagues and this adds to the comradery, 
especially when working busy long days! The “vaccinees” pick up on the atmosphere which can feel 
electric at times. As health professionals, we all feel very privileged to be part of this vaccine rollout. We 
all hope that this rollout will allow us to eventually return to something like “normal”. For some people it 
has been very emotional, especially if they have struggled or lost loved ones or colleagues during the 
pandemic.  
 
There have been several instances of non-attendance, which can lead to avoidable wastage of this 
precious vaccine because it is so fragile (and time-constrained) to store and use. For this reason, I 
encourage everyone to take up their invitation for vaccination when they receive it.  
 
Don’t forget: you still need to take precautions after you have been vaccinated. As the NHS website 
points out: ‘There is a chance you might still get or spread coronavirus even if you have the vaccine.’ 
Further immunity will be given when you receive the second vaccine up to 12 weeks later. 
 

Further information can be found at:   

 

• NHS Gloucestershire page: https://covid19.glos.nhs.uk/vaccinations/#link-about  

• NHS England page: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-

vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine  

 
 
SALLY HAYDEN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://covid19.glos.nhs.uk/vaccinations/#link-about
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH UPDATE 

 
 
COVID 19 SCAMS 
 
This scam email is currently being sent out so please remember not to click on anything suspicious – the 
NHS has not sent out this email. If in doubt, just delete it.  
 

 
 

 

There is a rapid rise in cold call fraudsters targeting the elderly as scammers manipulate the Covid crisis. 
 
Please also remember that the NHS vaccination is free so please do not give any bank details out to 
scammers who are asking you to pay for it. 
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DOT AND MAV MEET TED AND FRED …..(continued) 
 

  

Ted brought up the subject about the vacancy for a parish councillor. “Thinking of applying Ted?” asked 
Dot. “I might have done if I were younger” she added. Ted said, “There's no age limit is there? And no, I’m 
not applying, but I know someone who might” “And who might that be?” asked Mav. “I'm not saying any 
names” said Ted, “But she's a nice lady in her 70's, and gets on with young and old alike. Doesn't say 
much, but listens with great intent, then she'll have her say” 
 
Fred looked at Ted knowingly, “Yes, she would be ideal.  It will need somebody to speak up, and put the 
opinions of village folk forward. For instance, two buses a week, I ask you, three a week would be better 
than nothing...........” 
 
Mav broke in, “There is the dial a ride. I think it's based at Newent, but I don't know how it operates” 
 
“Thank you, Mav. May I continue? “Of course,” said Mav somewhat sheepishly.  
 

Fred went on with his tirade. “What is there for the youngsters – nothing - it all goes on in Bromsberrow.” 
They a church, village hall, school – everything!! We have nothing apart from that splendid shop. 
 
It’s not too far to walk there, Bromsberrow I mean, but who in their right mind would risk crossing the A417. 
There’s no pavement, no zebra crossing – best of all would be a pedestrian crossing where you push the 
button to stop the traffic. “Hear! Hear!” The other three cried in unison. 
 
“We used to have a pub”, said Dot, but that was knocked down to make way for a housing development. 
At least it was somewhere to go. Trouble is, Fred, Bromsberrow is much older than here - the church is 
ancient as are some of the other properties.  We are a fairly new village – not many really old houses, only 
the farms perhaps. It’s as though Bromsberrow Heath was an afterthought. I’ve lived here years and still 
don’t know half the folk and some, not all, won’t even give you the time of day.” 
 
Ted asked who one would apply to about being a Parish Councillor. 
 
“Brian Lewis, I think,” said Mav. “And where might I find him?” 
 
“They’ve got details in this newsletter and at the shop!” chorused Dot and Mav. Well, let’s get going!” said 
Fred, full of enthusiasm, “I can do my bit of shopping and have a look round.” 
 
“Oh! Won’t it be nice when things are back to normal” said Mav wistfully. “We will be able to meet at the 
shop and have afternoon tea.” “Or, morning coffee” added Dot. 
 
So, off they went to the Shop at Bromsberrow Heath, which in fact was the only village shop in the area – 
what an achievement! 
 
Dot turned to Mav and said, “I really enjoyed our walk and it was so nice meeting Ted and Fred.” 
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JENNY’S MONTHLY QUIZ 

 
 

             JANUARY QUIZ     JANUARY QUIZ ANSWER 
 
Draw the dots in empty squares so the template matches all the dice. 
    : 

              
 

                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY QUIZ  
 

FLOWERS, FLOWERS AND 
MORE FLOWERS!! 

 
Are you able to put a name to all of 
the flowers shown? 
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REST IN PEACE - SIR CAPTAIN TOM MOORE 
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HE KNOWS NO WINTER 
 

 

 
 

 
“He knows no winter, he who loves the soil, 
For, stormy days, when he is free from toil, 
He plans his summer crops, selects his seeds 
From bright-paged catalogues for garden needs. 
When looking out upon frost-silvered fields, 
He visualizes autumn's golden yields; 
He sees in snow and sleet and icy rain 
Precious moisture for his early grain; 
He hears spring-heralds in the storm's turmoil 
He knows no winter, he who loves the soil."  
 
By Sudie Stuart Hager 
 
Artist Gary Bunt 

 

 


